THE ECONOMY OF INDO-CfflNA
oinixte regulation of housing, for instance, meant great expenditure
or what was unsuitable to the climate and to the coolies* needs. Tonkin
olonials still resented the draining of workers to Southern plantations
ind to the Pacific Islands. Salaries in the South were from two to five
imes higher than those in the North.
The government's general policy, not directly concerned with labour
egisktion, tends to increase small properties as the best solution to
he proletariat problem. The growth of Communism has precipitated
his movement. The creation of big Annamite properties has, in many
rays, been unfortunate, for the native bourgeoisie are the worst oppres-
sors of their compatriots. Social service has been developed to alleviate
uisery: private initiative, it is hoped, will co-operate here, with and
iirough public support. Medical service in this respect is especially
important. Diet and exercise may improve Annamite stamina and
resistance to disease.
From the native viewpoint migration to the South has every economic
advantage. Higher salaries in the South drive out starvation wages in
the North. Government inspection has done little or nothing for the
Northern plantations, but it has improved matters in CocMn-China.
The savings system organized by Varenne was originally misunderstood
by the natives, as but one more skin game, but in 1931, when the first
instalment was paid back,1 there was a distinct change in their attitude.
By this device the government may actually instil in the Annamites
tie habit of saving. The state also profits by having fewer emergency
cases that require repatriation.
Hie whole labour problem is now in abeyance because of the depres-
sion. But even so the big-scale importations of contract labour seem
definitely over. The problem of how to attach these immigrants to the
soil seems also to have been resolved through the village type of labour
colony. The expense this involves makes it feasible only for big com-
panies. Formerly only men were imported, and they lived in a kind of
barracks. The present trend is, rather, to bring whole families South,
History has sh^wn the expansion possibilities in the Annamite race,
these can be utilized by giving them the kind of lif e they want—a
house, rice-fields, and a place for the family tombs. There are at present
two outstanding villages of colonization. That of Ha-tien covers
fifteen thousand hectares. An experiment is being undertaken there by a
company with the Mission's co-operation. The Rach~gia village is about
half of that size. There the natives after a trial period of six years become
4 The employer places 5 per cent of tibe moatMy wages to the woiter^s account.

